[Hypothesis of the pathology of mediation in surgery (1)].
The mediation pathology hypothesis is not new. As early as 1955, Laborit hinted at something of the kind in his phrase "N'est malade que l'organisme qui le vent bien". Today, however, in the light of free oxygen radicals, which together with other mediators may possibly represent only the tip of an enormous iceberg, we may venture a number of admittedly cautious theoretical considerations. This would appear to be particularly relevant today, in that surgery at this precise moment, I would venture to say, is at a turning point. On the one hand, surgery is pushing to extremes its classic restrictive morpho-mechanistic approach to disease, while on the other, together with cardiology, it is quick to perceive new biological horizons, which until very recently were unimaginable and, as such, constitute its elective target of interest. Paradoxically, to all intent and purposes at least, the biological rite appears to have found the most natural place for its celebration precisely on the site where the morpho-mechanistic ritual seems to have reached its zenith and, at the same time, its moment of glory.